Morning Prayer
Monday, January 4

Opening Sentence
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the people; for unto you is
born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11
Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
Versicle and Response
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
Alleluia. To us a child is born:
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
Jubilate
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: the Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
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For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
Antiphon
Alleluia. To us a child is born:
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
Psalm 85 Benedixisti, Domine
1You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
3You have withdrawn all your fury *
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.
4Restore us the n, O God our Savior; *
let your anger depart from us.
5Will you be displeased with us forever? *
will you prolong your anger from age to age?
6Will you not give us life again, *
that your people may rejoice in you?
7Show us your mercy, O Lord, *
and grant us your salvation.
8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12the Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
13Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
Psalm 87 Fundamenta ejus
1On the holy mountain stands the city he has founded; *
the Lord loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
2Glorious things are spoken of you, *
O city of our God.
3I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; *
behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia:
in Zion were they born.
4of Zion it shall be said, "Everyone was born in her, *
and the Most High himself shall sustain her."
5the Lord will record as he enrolls the peoples, *
"These also were born there."
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singers and the dancers will say, *
"All my fresh springs are in you."
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Amen.
The Old Testament Lesson
1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it
was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see
why the bush is not burned up.’ 4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5Then he said, ‘Come
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress the m. 10So come, I will send you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ 11But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 12He said, ‘I will be with
you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’
the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The New Testament Lesson
Hebrews 11:23-31
23By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw
that the child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. * 24By faith Moses,
when he was grown up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’ s daughter, 25choosing rather
to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He
considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for
he was looking ahead to the reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’ s anger; for
he persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and the
sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of
Israel.
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they
had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those
who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.
the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4
O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *
surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *
O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *
for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *
because your just and holy works have been revealed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Gospel
John 14:6-14
6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.’
8Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9Jesus said to him,
‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10Do you not believe that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me? the words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, the n believe me because of the works
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I
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do and, in fact, will do greater works than the se, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name
you ask me for anything, I will do it.
the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Apostle's Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Suffrages
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold the m, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;
We praise your Name forever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
Lord, show us your love and mercy;
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For we put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.
Collect of the Day
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, you Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.
For Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and sent your blessed Son to
preach peace to those who are far of f and to those who are near: Grant that people
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your
Spirit upon all flesh and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect of Commemoration
Give us grace, O God, to love you in all things and above all things, that, following the example
of your servant Elizabeth Ann Seton, we might express our love for you in the service of
others. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Trinity Cycle of Prayer
Melody and Robert Hartsgrove
Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of the m: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Benediction
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13
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The Commemoration
Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton (August 28, 1774 January 4, 1821) was the first native-born
citizen of the United States to be canonized in the Roman Catholic Church, on September 14,
1975.
Seton was born on August 28, 1774 to Richard Bayley of New York City. She was raised in the
Episcopal Church. Her mother, daughter of an Episcopal priest, died when Elizabeth was
three. At the age of nineteen, she married William Magee Seton, a wealthy businessman. Five
children were born to the marriage.
Her husband's business lost several ships at sea and the family ended up bankrupt. Soon
after, her husband became ill and his doctors sent him to Italy for the warmer climate, with
Elizabeth Seton accompanying him. In Italy, they were held in quarantine, during which time
her husband died. She spent time with a wealthy family where she was exposed to
Catholicism. Two years later she converted to Roman Catholicism, on March 14, 1805 and
was received into the Church by the first bishop of Baltimore, John Carroll.
To support her children, she started a school in Baltimore, but it failed due to the antiCatholic bigotry of the day. In 1809, after some trying and difficult years, Elizabeth moved to
Emmitsburg, Maryland, where a year later she established Saint Joseph's Academy and Free
School, a school dedicated to the education of Catholic girls, at the invitation of Samuel
Sutherland Cooper.
Eventually, Elizabeth was able to establish a religious community in Emmitsburg, Maryland
dedicated to the care of the children of the poor. It was the first religious community of
apostolic women founded in the United States. the order was called the Sisters of Charity of
St. Joseph.
The remainder of Elizabeth's life was spent in leading and developing the new order, which
expanded to include the Sulpician priests of Baltimore. Today, six independent religious
communities trace their roots to the humble beginnings of the Sisters of Charity in
Emmitsburg, Maryland.
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