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Morning	Prayer	
Tuesday,	April	29	

	
	
Opening	Statement	
Alleluia.	Christ	is	risen.	
The	Lord	is	risen	indeed.	Alleluia.	
	
Confession	of	Sin	
Let	us	confess	our	sins	against	God	and	our	neighbor.	
Most	merciful	God,	
	
we	confess	that	we	have	sinned	against	you	
in	thought,	word,	and	deed,	
by	what	we	have	done,	
and	by	what	we	have	left	undone.	
We	have	not	loved	you	with	our	whole	heart;	
we	have	not	loved	our	neighbors	as	ourselves.	
We	are	truly	sorry	and	we	humbly	repent.	
For	the	sake	of	your	Son	Jesus	Christ,	
have	mercy	on	us	and	forgive	us;	
that	we	may	delight	in	your	will,	
and	walk	in	your	ways,	
to	the	glory	of	your	Name.	Amen.	
	
Almighty	God	have	mercy	on	us,	forgive	us	all	our	sins	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
strengthen	us	in	all	goodness,	and	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	keep	us	in	eternal	life.	Amen.	
Alleluia.	
	
The	Invitatory	
Lord,	open	our	lips.	
And	our	mouth	shall	proclaim	your	praise.	
	
Glory	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit:	as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	and	
will	be	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
Antiphon	
Alleluia.	The	Lord	is	risen	indeed:	
Come	let	us	adore	him.	Alleluia.	
	
Christ	our	Passover	w	nostrum	
1	Corinthians	5:7-8;	Romans	6:9-11;	1	Corinthians	15:20-22	
Alleluia.	
Christ	our	Passover	has	been	sacrificed	for	us;	*	
therefore	let	us	keep	the	feast,	
Not	with	the	old	leaven,	the	leaven	of	malice	and	evil,	*	
but	with	the	unleavened	bread	of	sincerity	and	truth.	Alleluia.	
Christ	being	raised	from	the	dead	will	never	die	again;	*	
death	no	longer	has	dominion	over	him.	
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The	death	that	he	died,	he	died	to	sin,	once	for	all;	*	
but	the	life	he	lives,	he	lives	to	God.	
So	also	consider	yourselves	dead	to	sin,	*	
and	alive	to	God	in	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Alleluia.	
Christ	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,	*	
the	first	fruits	of	those	who	have	fallen	asleep.	
For	since	by	a	man	came	death,	*	
by	a	man	has	come	also	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	
For	as	in	Adam	all	die,	*	
so	also	in	Christ	shall	all	be	made	alive.	Alleluia.	
Alleluia.	The	Lord	is	risen	indeed:	
Come	let	us	adore	him.	Alleluia.	
	
Psalm	5	Verba	mea	auribus		
1Give	ear	to	my	words,	O	Lord;	*	
consider	my	meditation.	
2Hearken	to	my	cry	for	help,	my	King	and	my	God,	*	
for	I	make	my	prayer	to	you.	
3In	the	morning,	Lord,	you	hear	my	voice;	*	
early	in	the	morning	I	make	my	appeal	and	watch	for	you.	
4For	you	are	not	a	God	who	takes	pleasure	in	wickedness,	*	
and	evil	cannot	dwell	with	you.	
5Braggarts	cannot	stand	in	your	sight;	*	
you	hate	all	those	who	work	wickedness.	
6You	destroy	those	who	speak	lies;	*	
the	bloodthirsty	and	deceitful,	O	Lord,	you	abhor.	
7But	as	for	me,	through	the	greatness	of	your	mercy	I	will	
go	into	your	house;	*	
I	will	bow	down	toward	your	holy	temple	in	awe	of	you.	
8Lead	me,	O	Lord,	in	your	righteousness,	
because	of	those	who	lie	in	wait	for	me;	*	
make	your	way	straight	before	me.	
9For	there	is	no	truth	in	their	mouth;	*	
there	is	destruction	in	their	heart;	
10Their	throat	is	an	open	grave;	*	
they	flatter	with	their	tongue.	
11Declare	them	guilty,	O	God;	*	
let	them	fall,	because	of	their	schemes.	
12Because	of	their	many	transgressions	cast	them	out,	*	
for	they	have	rebelled	against	you.	
13But	all	who	take	refuge	in	you	will	be	glad;	*	
they	will	sing	out	their	joy	for	ever.	
14You	will	shelter	them,	*	
so	that	those	who	love	your	Name	may	exult	in	you.	
15For	you,	O	Lord,	will	bless	the	righteous;	*	
you	will	defend	them	with	your	favor	as	with	a	shield.	
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Psalm	6	Domine,	ne	in	furore		
1Lord,	do	not	rebuke	me	in	your	anger;	*	
do	not	punish	me	in	your	wrath.	
2Have	pity	on	me,	Lord,	for	I	am	weak;	*	
heal	me,	Lord,	for	my	bones	are	racked.	
3My	spirit	shakes	with	terror;	*	
how	long,	O	Lord,	how	long?	
4Turn,	O	Lord,	and	deliver	me;	*	
save	me	for	your	mercys	sake.	
5For	in	death	no	one	remembers	you;	*	
and	who	will	give	you	thanks	in	the	grave?	
6I	grow	weary	because	of	my	groaning;	*	
every	night	I	drench	my	bed	
and	flood	my	couch	with	tears.	
7My	eyes	are	wasted	with	grief	*	
and	worn	away	because	of	all	my	enemies.	
8Depart	from	me,	all	evildoers,	*	
for	the	Lord	has	heard	the	sound	of	my	weeping.	
9The	Lord	has	heard	my	supplication;	*	
the	Lord	accepts	my	prayer.	
10All	my	enemies	shall	be	confounded		
and	quake	with	fear;	*	
they	shall	turn	back	and	suddenly	be	put	to	shame.	
	
Gloria	Patri	
Glory	be	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	
and	to	the	Holy	Ghost:	
as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	
and	ever	shall	be.	
World	without	end.	Amen.	Amen.	
	
The	Old	Testament	Lesson	
A	reading	from	the	Prophet	Daniel	2:1-16	
1In	the	second	year	of	Nebuchadnezzar's	reign,	Nebuchadnezzar	dreamed	such	dreams	that	his	
spirit	was	troubled	and	his	sleep	left	him.	2So	the	king	commanded	that	the	magicians,	the	
enchanters,	the	sorcerers,	and	the	Chaldeans	be	summoned	to	tell	the	king	his	dreams.	When	
they	came	in	and	stood	before	the	king,	3he	said	to	them,	"I	have	had	such	a	dream	that	my	
spirit	is	troubled	by	the	desire	to	understand	it."	4The	Chaldeans	said	to	the	king	(in	Aramaic),	
"O	king,	live	forever!	Tell	your	servants	the	dream,	and	we	will	reveal	the	interpretation."	5The	
king	answered	the	Chaldeans,	"This	is	a	public	decree:	if	you	do	not	tell	me	both	the	dream	and	
its	interpretation,	you	shall	be	torn	limb	from	limb,	and	your	houses	shall	be	laid	in	ruins.	6But	
if	you	do	tell	me	the	dream	and	its	interpretation,	you	shall	receive	from	me	gifts	and	rewards	
and	great	honor.	Therefore	tell	me	the	dream	and	its	interpretation."	7They	answered	a	second	
time,	"Let	the	king	first	tell	his	servants	the	dream,	then	we	can	give	its	interpretation."	8The	
king	answered,	"I	know	with	certainty	that	you	are	trying	to	gain	time,	because	you	see	I	have	
firmly	decreed:	9if	you	do	not	tell	me	the	dream,	there	is	but	one	verdict	for	you.	You	have	
agreed	to	speak	lying	and	misleading	words	to	me	until	things	take	a	turn.	Therefore,	tell	me	
the	dream,	and	I	shall	know	that	you	can	give	me	its	interpretation."	10The	Chaldeans	
answered	the	king,	"There	is	no	one	on	earth	who	can	reveal	what	the	king	demands!	In	fact	no	
king,	however	great	and	powerful,	has	ever	asked	such	a	thing	of	any	magician	or	enchanter	or	
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Chaldean.	11The	thing	that	the	king	is	asking	is	too	difficult,	and	no	one	can	reveal	it	to	the	king	
except	the	gods,	whose	dwelling	is	not	with	mortals."	12Because	of	this	the	king	flew	into	a	
violent	rage	and	commanded	that	all	the	wise	men	of	Babylon	be	destroyed.	13The	decree	was	
issued,	and	the	wise	men	were	about	to	be	executed;	and	they	looked	for	Daniel	and	his	
companions,	to	execute	them.	
14Then	Daniel	responded	with	prudence	and	discretion	to	Arioch,	the	king's	chief	executioner,	
who	had	gone	out	to	execute	the	wise	men	of	Babylon;	15he	asked	Arioch,	the	royal	official,	
"Why	is	the	decree	of	the	king	so	urgent?"	Arioch	then	explained	the	matter	to	Daniel.	16So	
Daniel	went	in	and	requested	that	the	king	give	him	time	and	he	would	tell	the	king	the	
interpretation.	
The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
	
Canticle	13	A	Song	of	Praise	
Benedictus	es,	Domine		
Song	of	the	Three	Young	Men,	29-34		
Glory	to	you,	Lord	God	of	our	fathers;	*	
you	are	worthy	of	praise;	glory	to	you.	
Glory	to	you	for	the	radiance	of	your	holy	Name;	*	
we	will	praise	you	and	highly	exalt	you	for	ever.	
Glory	to	you	in	the	splendor	of	your	temple;	*	
on	the	throne	of	your	majesty,	glory	to	you.	
Glory	to	you,	seated	between	the	Cherubim;	*	
we	will	praise	you	and	highly	exalt	you	for	ever.	
Glory	to	you,	beholding	the	depths;	*	
in	the	high	vault	of	heaven,	glory	to	you.	
Glory	to	you,	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit;	*	
we	will	praise	you	and	highly	exalt	you	for	ever.	
Glory	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit:	*	
as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	and	will	be	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
The	New	Testament	Lesson	
A	reading	from	the	First	Letter	of	John	2:1-11	
1My	little	children,	I	am	writing	these	things	to	you	so	that	you	may	not	sin.	But	if	anyone	does	
sin,	we	have	an	advocate	with	the	Father,	Jesus	Christ	the	righteous;	2and	he	is	the	atoning	
sacrifice	for	our	sins,	and	not	for	ours	only	but	also	for	the	sins	of	the	whole	world.	
3Now	by	this	we	may	be	sure	that	we	know	him,	if	we	obey	his	commandments.	4Whoever	
says,	"I	have	come	to	know	him,"	but	does	not	obey	his	commandments,	is	a	liar,	and	in	such	a	
person	the	truth	does	not	exist;	5but	whoever	obeys	his	word,	truly	in	this	person	the	love	of	
God	has	reached	perfection.	By	this	we	may	be	sure	that	we	are	in	him:	6whoever	says,	"I	abide	
in	him,"	ought	to	walk	just	as	he	walked.	
7Beloved,	I	am	writing	you	no	new	commandment,	but	an	old	commandment	that	you	have	had	
from	the	beginning;	the	old	commandment	is	the	word	that	you	have	heard.	8Yet	I	am	writing	
you	a	new	commandment	that	is	true	in	him	and	in	you,	because	the	darkness	is	passing	away	
and	the	true	light	is	already	shining.	9Whoever	says,	"I	am	in	the	light,"	while	hating	a	brother	
or	sister,	is	still	in	the	darkness.	10Whoever	loves	a	brother	or	sister	lives	in	the	light,	and	in		
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such	a	person	there	is	no	cause	for	stumbling.	11But	whoever	hates	another	believer	is	in	the	
darkness,	walks	in	the	darkness,	and	does	not	know	the	way	to	go,	because	the	darkness	has	
brought	on	blindness.	
The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
	
Canticle	18	A	Song	to	the	Lamb	
Dignus	es		
Revelation	4:11;	5:9-10,	13		
Splendor	and	honor	and	kingly	power	*	
are	yours	by	right,	O	Lord	our	God,	
For	you	created	everything	that	is,	*	
and	by	your	will	they	were	created	and	have	their	being;	
And	yours	by	right,	O	Lamb	that	was	slain,	*	
for	with	your	blood	you	have	redeemed	for	God,	
From	every	family,	language,	people,	and	nation,	*	
a	kingdom	of	priests	to	serve	our	God.	
And	so,	to	him	who	sits	upon	the	throne,	*	
and	to	Christ	the	Lamb,	
Be	worship	and	praise,	dominion	and	splendor,	*	
for	ever	and	for	evermore.	
Glory	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit:	*	
as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	and	will	be	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
The	Gospel	
A	reading	from	the	Gospel	according	to	John	17:12-19	
12While	I	was	with	them,	I	protected	them	in	your	name	that	you	have	given	me.	I	guarded	
them,	and	not	one	of	them	was	lost	except	the	one	destined	to	be	lost,	so	that	the	scripture	
might	be	fulfilled.	13But	now	I	am	coming	to	you,	and	I	speak	these	things	in	the	world	so	that	
they	may	have	my	joy	made	complete	in	themselves.	14I	have	given	them	your	word,	and	the	
world	has	hated	them	because	they	do	not	belong	to	the	world,	just	as	I	do	not	belong	to	the	
world.	15I	am	not	asking	you	to	take	them	out	of	the	world,	but	I	ask	you	to	protect	them	from	
the	evil	one.	16They	do	not	belong	to	the	world,	just	as	I	do	not	belong	to	the	world.	
17Sanctify	them	in	the	truth;	your	word	is	truth.	18As	you	have	sent	me	into	the	world,	so	I	have	
sent	them	into	the	world.	19And	for	their	sakes	I	sanctify	myself,	so	that	they	also	may	be	
sanctified	in	truth.	
The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
	
The	Apostles'	Creed	
I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	almighty,	
creator	of	heaven	and	Earth.	
I	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	his	only	Son,	our	Lord.	
He	was	conceived	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
and	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary.	
He	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	
was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.	
He	descended	to	the	dead.	
On	the	third	day	he	rose	again.	
He	ascended	into	heaven,	
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and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	
He	will	come	again	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	
the	holy	catholic	Church,	
the	communion	of	saints,	
the	forgiveness	of	sins,	
the	resurrection	of	the	body,	
and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.	
	
The	Prayers	
God	be	with	you.	
And	also	with	you.	
Let	us	pray.	
	
The	Lord's	Prayer	
Our	Father	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	your	Name,	
your	kingdom	come,	
your	will	be	done,	
on	Earth	as	in	heaven.	
Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
Forgive	us	our	sins	
as	we	forgive	those	
who	sin	against	us.	
Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
and	the	glory	are	yours,	
now	and	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
Suffrages	
Help	us,	O	God	our	Savior;	
Deliver	us	and	forgive	us	our	sins.	
	
Look	upon	your	congregation;	
Give	to	your	people	the	blessing	of	peace.	
	
Declare	your	glory	among	the	nations;	
And	your	wonders	among	all	peoples.	
	
Do	not	let	the	oppressed	be	shamed	and	turned	away;	
Never	forget	the	lives	of	your	poor.	
	
Continue	your	loving-kindness	to	those	who	know	you;	
And	your	favor	to	those	who	are	true	of	heart.	
	
Satisfy	us	by	your	loving-kindness	in	the	morning;	
So	shall	we	rejoice	and	be	glad	all	the	days	of	our	life.	
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Collect	of	the	Day	
Almighty	and	everlasting	God,	who	in	the	Paschal	mystery	established	the	new	covenant	of	
reconciliation:	Grant	that	all	who	have	been	reborn	into	the	fellowship	of	Christ's	Body	may	
show	forth	in	their	lives	what	they	profess	by	their	faith;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	who	
lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	Amen.	
	
A	Collect	for	Mission	
O	God	and	Father	of	all,	whom	the	whole	heavens	adore:	Let	the	whole	earth	also	worship	you,	
all	nations	obey	you,	all	tongues	confess	and	bless	you,	and	men	and	women	everywhere	love	
you	and	serve	you	in	peace;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	
Collect	of	Commemoration	
Almighty	and	everlasting	God,	who	kindled	the	flame	of	your	love	in	the	heart	of	your	servant	
Catherine	of	Siena:	Grant	unto	us	the	same	strength	of	conviction	and	power	of	love	that,	as	we	
rejoice	in	her	triumph,	we	may	profit	by	her	example;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	
Trinity	Cycle	of	Prayer	
Devin	and	Vivienne	Brown	
Let	us	pray	now	for	our	own	needs	and	those	of	others.	
	
A	Prayer	of	St.	Chrysostom	
Almighty	God,	you	have	given	us	grace	at	this	time	with	one	accord	to	make	our	common	
supplication	to	you;	and	you	have	promised	through	your	well-beloved	Son	that	when	two	or	
three	are	gathered	together	in	his	Name	you	will	be	in	the	midst	of	them:	Fulfill	now,	O	Lord,	
our	desires	and	petitions	as	may	be	best	for	us;	granting	us	in	this	world	knowledge	of	your	
truth,	and	in	the	age	to	come	life	everlasting.	Amen.	
	
Benediction	
Let	us	bless	the	Lord.	Alleluia.	Alleluia.	
Thanks	be	to	God.	Alleluia.	Alleluia.	
	
Glory	to	God	whose	power,	working	in	us,	can	do	infinitely	more	than	we	can	ask	or	imagine:	
Glory	to	him	from	generation	to	generation	in	the	Church,	and	in	Christ	Jesus	for	ever	and	ever.	
Amen.	Ephesians	3:20,	21	
	

	
	
	
	
The	Commemoration	
Catherine	Benincasa,	born	in	1347,	was	the	youngest	(one	of	my	sources	says	the	23rd)	of	
twenty-five	children	of	a	wealthy	dyer	of	Sienna	(or	Siena).	At	the	age	of	six,	she	had	a	vision	of	
Christ	in	glory,	surrounded	by	His	saints.	From	that	time	on,	she	spent	most	of	her	time	in	
prayer	and	meditation,	over	the	opposition	of	her	parents,	who	wanted	her	to	be	more	like	the	
average	girl	of	her	social	class.	Eventually	they	gave	in,	and	at	the	age	of	sixteen	she	joined	the	
Third	Order	of	St.	Dominic	(First	Order	=	friars,	Second	Order	=	nuns,	Third	Order	=	
laypersons),	where	she	became	a	nurse,	caring	for	patients	with	leprosy	and	advanced	cancer	
whom	other	nurses	disliked	to	treat.	
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She	began	to	acquire	a	reputation	as	a	person	of	insight	and	sound	judgement,	and	many	
persons	from	all	walks	of	life	sought	her	spiritual	advice,	both	in	person	and	by	letter.	(We	
have	a	book	containing	about	four	hundred	letters	from	her	to	bishops,	kings,	scholars,	
merchants,	and	obscure	peasants.)	She	persuaded	many	priests	who	were	living	in	luxury	to	
give	away	their	goods	and	to	live	simply.	
In	her	day,	the	popes,	officially	Bishops	of	Rome,	had	been	living	for	about	seventy	years,	not	at	
Rome	but	at	Avignon	in	France,	where	they	were	under	the	political	control	of	the	King	of	
France	(the	Avignon	Papacy,	sometimes	called	the	Babylonian	Captivity	of	the	Papacy,	began	
when	Philip	the	Fair,	King	of	France,	captured	Rome	and	the	Pope	in	1303).	Catherine	visited	
Avignon	in	1376	and	told	Pope	Gregory	XI	that	he	had	no	business	to	live	away	from	Rome.	He	
heeded	her	advice,	and	moved	to	Rome.	She	then	acted	as	his	ambassador	to	Florence,	and	was	
able	to	reconcile	a	quarrel	between	the	Pope	and	the	leaders	of	that	city.	She	then	retired	to	
Siena,	where	she	wrote	a	book	called	the	Dialog,	an	account	of	her	visions	and	other	spiritual	
experiences,	with	advice	on	cultivating	a	life	of	prayer.	
After	Gregory's	death	in	1378,	the	Cardinals,	mostly	French,	elected	an	Italian	Pope,	Urban	VI,	
who	on	attaining	office	turned	out	to	be	arrogant	and	abrasive	and	tyrannical,	and	perhaps	to	
have	other	faults	as	well.	The	Cardinals	met	again	elsewhere,	declared	that	the	first	election	
had	been	under	duress	from	the	Roman	mob	and	therefore	invalid,	and	elected	a	new	Pope,	
Clement	VII,	who	established	his	residence	at	Avignon.	Catherine	worked	tirelessly,	both	to	
persuade	Urban	to	mend	his	ways	(her	letters	to	him	are	respectful	but	severe	and	
uncompromising	--	as	one	historian	has	said,	she	perfected	the	art	of	kissing	the	Pope's	feet	
while	simultaneously	twisting	his	arm),	and	to	persuade	others	that	the	peace	and	unity	of	the	
Church	required	the	recognition	of	Urban	as	lawful	Pope.	Despite	her	efforts,	the	Papal	Schism	
continued	until	1417.	It	greatly	weakened	the	prestige	of	the	Bishops	of	Rome,	and	thus	helped	
to	pave	the	way	for	the	Protestant	Reformation	a	century	later.	
Catherine	is	known	(1)	as	a	mystic,	a	contemplative	who	devoted	herself	to	prayer,	(2)	as	a	
humanitarian,	a	nurse	who	undertook	to	alleviate	the	suffering	of	the	poor	and	the	sick;	(3)	as	
an	activist,	a	renewer	of	Church	and	society,	who	took	a	strong	stand	on	the	issues	affecting	
society	in	her	day,	and	who	never	hesitated	(in	the	old	Quaker	phrase)	"to	speak	truth	to	
power";	(4)	as	an	adviser	and	counselor,	with	a	wide	range	of	interests,	who	always	made	time	
for	troubled	and	uncertain	persons	who	told	her	their	problems--large	and	trivial,	religious	
and	secular.	
	


