Morning Prayer
Monday, July 28

Opening Statement

Leader

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to
your dwelling. Psalm 43:3

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:
Come let us adore him.
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Jubilate Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himselfis God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;

go into his courts with praise; *

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;

his mercy is everlasting; *

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:

Come let us adore him.

Psalm 56 Miserere mei, Deus

Have mercy on me, O God,

for my enemies are hounding me; *

all day long they assault and oppress me.

2They hound me all the day long; *

truly there are many who fight against me, O Most High.
3Whenever I am afraid, *

[ will put my trust in you.

4In God, whose word I praise,

in God I trust and will not be afraid, *

for what can flesh do to me?

5All day long they damage my cause; *

their only thought is to do me evil.

6They band together; they lie in wait; *

they spy upon my footsteps;

because they seek my life.

’Shall they escape despite their wickedness? *

0 God, in your anger, cast down the peoples.

8You have noted my lamentation;

put my tears into your bottle; *

are they not recorded in your book?

‘Whenever I call upon you, my enemies will be put to flight; *
this [ know, for God is on my side.

19In God the Lord, whose word I praise,

in God I trust and will not be afraid, *

for what can mortals do to me?

H1[ am bound by the vow I made to you, O God; *

[ will present to you thank-offerings;

I2For you have rescued my soul from death and my feet
from stumbling, *

that I may walk before God in the light of the living.
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Psalm 57 Miserere mei, Deus

1Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful,

for I have taken refuge in you; *

in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge
until this time of trouble has gone by.

2[ will call upon the Most High God, *

the God who maintains my cause.

3He will send from heaven and save me;

he will confound those who trample upon me; *
God will send forth his love and his faithfulness.
4] lie in the midst of lions that devour the people; *
their teeth are spears and arrows,

their tongue a sharp sword.

5They have laid a net for my feet,

and I am bowed low; *

they have dug a pit before me,

but have fallen into it themselves.

6Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, *

and your glory over all the earth.

’My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; *
[ will sing and make melody.

8Wake up, my spirit;

awake, lute and harp; *

[ myself will waken the dawn.

91 will confess you among the peoples, O Lord; *
[ will sing praise to you among the nations.
0For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, *
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, *
and your glory over all the earth.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghost:

as it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the book of 2 Samuel 2:1-11

LAfter this David inquired of the Lord, "Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah?" The Lord
said to him, "Go up." David said, "To which shall I go up?" He said, "To Hebron."2So David went
up there, along with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail the widow of Nabal of
Carmel.3David brought up the men who were with him, everyone with his household; and they
settled in the towns of Hebron.*Then the people of Judah came, and there they anointed David
king over the house of Judah. When they told David, "It was the people of Jabesh-Gilead who
buried Saul,">David sent messengers to the people of Jabesh-Gilead, and said to them, "May you
be blessed by the Lord, because you showed this loyalty to Saul your lord, and buried
him!®Now may the Lord show steadfast love and faithfulness to you! And I too will reward you
because you have done this thing.”Therefore let your hands be strong, and be valiant; for Saul
your lord is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed me king over them."
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8But Abner son of Ner, commander of Saul's army, had taken Ishbaal son of Saul, and brought
him over to Mahanaim.?He made him king over Gilead, the Ashurites, Jezreel, Ephraim,
Benjamin, and over all Israel.1%Ishbaal, Saul's son, was forty years old when he began to reign
over Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David.11The time that
David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 9 The First Song of [saiah Ecce, Deus

Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *

[ will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *

and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *

from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *

see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 15:36-16:5

36After some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Come, let us return and visit the believers in every
city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are doing."3Barnabas
wanted to take with them John called Mark.?8But Paul decided not to take with them one who
had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work.3°The
disagreement became so sharp that they parted company; Barnabas took Mark with him and
sailed away to Cyprus.*°But Paul chose Silas and set out, the believers commending him to the
grace of the Lord.*'He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

1Paul went on also to Derbe and to Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, the son
of a Jewish woman who was a believer; but his father was a Greek.2He was well spoken of by
the believers in Lystra and Iconium.3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him; and he took him
and had him circumcised because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that
his father was a Greek.*As they went from town to town, they delivered to them for observance
the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem.>So the
churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in numbers daily.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 19 The Song of the Redeemed Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,

great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,

and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.

All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *
because your just and holy works have been revealed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

The Gospel according to Mark 6:14-29

14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason, these powers are at work in
him.”15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of
old.”1¢But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”

7For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her.18For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”1°And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not,?°for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.21But an opportunity came when Herod on
his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.22When
his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said
to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it."23And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, [ will give you, even half of my kingdom.”24She went out and said to her
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”2>Immediately
she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.”26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the
guests, he did not want to refuse her.2’Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison,?8brought his head on a
platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.2When his disciples heard
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Apostles’ Creed

All stand

[ believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

[ believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
[ believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

The Suffrages
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Day by day we bless you;
We praise your Name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.
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The Collect of the Day

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so
pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of Commemoration

Sound out your majesty, O God, and call us to your work; that, like your servant Johann
Sebastian Bach, we might present our lives and our works to your glory alone; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Trinity Cycle of Prayer
Phyllis Koch
Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.
Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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The Commemoration

Johann Sebastian Bach, widely regarded as the greatest of all composers of music for Christian
worship, was born in 1685 in Eisenach, Thuringia, Germany, into a family of distinguished
musicians.

In 1708, shortly after marrying his cousin, Maria Barbara Bach, he became court organist to
the Duke of Weimar, where he wrote his principal compositions for the organ.

In 1717 he became music director (Kapellmeister) to Prince Leopold of Coethen.

In 1720, his wife died, and in 1721 he married Anna Magdalena Wuelcken, for whom he
composed a famous set of keyboard pieces.

From 1723 until his death in 1750 he was at Leipzig, where he taught, conducted, sang, played,
and composed. He had 20 children, of whom 9 survived him, 4 of whom are also remembered
as composers.

In addition to his secular music, Bach wrote a considerable amount of music for worship.

He drew on the German tradition of hymn-tunes, and arranged many of them as cantatas, with
elaborate choir settings for most stanzas, and a plain four-part setting for the final stanza, to be
sung by the congregation with the choir. Normally each stanza is unique, using the melody
traditional for that hymn, but with variations, particularly in the harmony, that reinforce the
meaning of the words of that stanza.

He wrote altogether nearly two hundred cantatas, including at least two for each Sunday and
holy day in the Lutheran church year (matching the subject of the cantata with that of the
Scripture readings prescribed for that day).

Two of the better known are "Christ lag in Todesbanden" (Christ lay in the bonds of death"),
based on an Easter hymn by Martin Luther; and "Jesu, meine Freude" (Jesus, all my gladness).

It is an ancient custom that during Holy Week the Gospel readings shall be from the accounts
of the Passion (=suffering and death) of Our Lord, and that, where possible, these accounts
shall be read, not by a single reader, but with the speeches of different persons read by
different readers (and the crowd by the choir or the congregation). This may be said, or
chanted to a simple tune.

Bach wrote, for the St. Matthew Passion, and again for the Sz. John Passion, an elaborate musical
setting, with the Gospel narrative sung by a soloist, with the dialog by other singers, and
commentary by the choir in the form of hymns and more elaborate pieces.

He also wrote a setting for the traditional Latin Liturgy, his famous B Minor Mass.

The Liturgy (or Order for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper and the Administration of Holy
Communion, Commonly Called the Mass) is divided into the Ordinary (the parts that are the
same every time) and the Propers (the parts that vary from day to day, such as the Bible
readings).

The choral parts of the Ordinary include the Kyrie ("Lord, have mercy" or "Hear us, O gracious
Lord"), the Gloria ("Glory to God in the highest," based on Luke 2:14), the Credo ("I believe in
one God, the Father Almighty..."), the Sanctus-benedictus ("Holy, Holy, Holy" and "Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord", based on Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9), and the Agnus
Dei ("0 Lamb of God," based on John 1:29).

Bach wrote choir settings for these (in case anyone is wondering why a devout Lutheran would
write choir settings for a Mass, | point out that the language of the Liturgy is ancient, and
contains nothing not taught by Lutheran and Methodist and Presbyterian churches), and his
work is not simply a matter of supplying pleasant-sounding melody and chords.

For example, in the Creed, there occurs the line, "And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic
Church." In Bach's setting of this line, there are two melodies sung by the choir simultaneously.
One is a traditional plainchant melody, most frequently sung by Roman Catholics. The other is
a Lutheran chorale melody. The two melodies are interwoven, and they harmonize perfectly.
Bach was not just a musician. He was a Christian, and a preacher of the Gospel.
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