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Morning	Prayer	
Friday,	September	12	

	
	
Opening	Statement	
Leader	
The	hour	is	coming,	and	now	is,	when	the	true	worshipers	will	worship	the	Father	in	spirit	and	
truth,	for	such	the	Father	seeks	to	worship	him.	John	4:23	
	
Confession	of	Sin	
Leader	
Let	us	confess	our	sins	against	God	and	our	neighbor.	
Silence may be kept.	
Everyone together, all kneeling:	
Most	merciful	God,	
we	confess	that	we	have	sinned	against	you	
in	thought,	word,	and	deed,	
by	what	we	have	done,	
and	by	what	we	have	left	undone.	
We	have	not	loved	you	with	our	whole	heart;	
we	have	not	loved	our	neighbors	as	ourselves.	
We	are	truly	sorry	and	we	humbly	repent.	
For	the	sake	of	your	Son	Jesus	Christ,	
have	mercy	on	us	and	forgive	us;	
that	we	may	delight	in	your	will,	
and	walk	in	your	ways,	
to	the	glory	of	your	Name.	Amen.	
Leader	
Almighty	God	have	mercy	on	us,	forgive	us	all	our	sins	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
strengthen	us	in	all	goodness,	and	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	keep	us	in	eternal	life.	Amen.	
	
The	Invitatory	
All stand.	
Leader	
Lord,	open	our	lips.	
Response	
And	our	mouth	shall	proclaim	your	praise.	
Everyone	
Glory	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit:	as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	
and	will	be	for	ever.	Amen.	Alleluia.	
The	Earth	is	the	Lord's	for	he	made	it:	
Come	let	us	adore	him.	
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Jubilate	
Be	joyful	in	the	Lord,	all	you	lands;	
serve	the	Lord	with	gladness	
and	come	before	his	presence	with	a	song.	
Know	this:	the	Lord	himself	is	God;	
he	himself	has	made	us,	and	we	are	his;	
we	are	his	people	and	the	sheep	of	his	pasture.	
Enter	his	gates	with	thanksgiving;	
go	into	his	courts	with	praise;	
give	thanks	to	him	and	call	upon	his	Name.	
For	the	Lord	is	good;	
his	mercy	is	everlasting;	
and	his	faithfulness	endures	from	age	to	age.	
	
Antiphon	
The	Earth	is	the	Lord's	for	he	made	it:	
Come	let	us	adore	him.	
	
Psalm	40 Expectans, expectavi 		
1 I	waited	patiently	upon	the	Lord;	*	
he	stooped	to	me	and	heard	my	cry.	
2 He	lifted	me	out	of	the	desolate	pit,	out	of	the	mire	and	clay;	*	
he	set	my	feet	upon	a	high	cliff	and	made	my	footing	sure.	
3 He	put	a	new	song	in	my	mouth,	
a	song	of	praise	to	our	God;	*	
many	shall	see,	and	stand	in	awe,	
and	put	their	trust	in	the	Lord.	
4 Happy	are	they	who	trust	in	the	Lord!	*	
they	do	not	resort	to	evil	spirits	or	turn	to	false	gods.	
5 Great	things	are	they	that	you	have	done,	O	Lord	my	God!	
how	great	your	wonders	and	your	plans	for	us!	*	
there	is	none	who	can	be	compared	with	you.	
6 Oh,	that	I	could	make	them	known	and	tell	them!	*	
but	they	are	more	than	I	can	count.	
7 In	sacrifice	and	offering	you	take	no	pleasure	*	
(you	have	given	me	ears	to	hear	you);	
8 Burnt-offering	and	sin-offering	you	have	not	required,	*	
and	so	I	said,	"Behold,	I	come.	
9 In	the	roll	of	the	book	it	is	written	concerning	me:	*	
'I	love	to	do	your	will,	O	my	God;	
your	law	is	deep	in	my	heart.'"	
10 I	proclaimed	righteousness	in	the	great	congregation;	*	
behold,	I	did	not	restrain	my	lips;	
and	that,	O	Lord,	you	know.	
11 Your	righteousness	have	I	not	hidden	in	my	heart;	
I	have	spoken	of	your	faithfulness	and	your	deliverance;	*	
I	have	not	concealed	your	love	and	faithfulness	from	the	
great	congregation.	
12 You	are	the	Lord;	
do	not	withhold	your	compassion	from	me;	*	
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let	your	love	and	your	faithfulness	keep	me	safe	for	ever,	
13 For	innumerable	troubles	have	crowded	upon	me;	
my	sins	have	overtaken	me,	and	I	cannot	see;	*	
they	are	more	in	number	than	the	hairs	of	my	head,	
and	my	heart	fails	me.	
14 Be	pleased,	O	Lord,	to	deliver	me;	*	
O	Lord,	make	haste	to	help	me.	
15 Let	them	be	ashamed	and	altogether	dismayed	
who	seek	after	my	life	to	destroy	it;	*	
let	them	draw	back	and	be	disgraced	
who	take	pleasure	in	my	misfortune.	
16 Let	those	who	say	"Aha!"	and	gloat	over	me	be	confounded,	*	
because	they	are	ashamed.	
17 Let	all	who	seek	you	rejoice	in	you	and	be	glad;	*	
let	those	who	love	your	salvation	continually	say,	
Great	is	the	Lord!"	
18 Though	I	am	poor	and	afflicted,	*	
the	Lord	will	have	regard	for	me.	
19 You	are	my	helper	and	my	deliverer;	*	
do	not	tarry,	O	my	God.	
	
Psalm	54 Deus, in nomine 		
1 Save	me,	O	God,	by	your	Name;	*	
in	your	might,	defend	my	cause.	
2 Hear	my	prayer,	O	God;	*	
give	ear	to	the	words	of	my	mouth.	
3 For	the	arrogant	have	risen	up	against	me,	
and	the	ruthless	have	sought	my	life,	*	
those	who	have	no	regard	for	God.	
4 Behold,	God	is	my	helper;	*	
it	is	the	Lord	who	sustains	my	life.	
5 Render	evil	to	those	who	spy	on	me;	*	
in	your	faithfulness,	destroy	them.	
6 I	will	offer	you	a	freewill	sacrifice	*	
and	praise	your	Name,	O	Lord,	for	it	is	good.	
7 For	you	have	rescued	me	from	every	trouble,	*	
and	my	eye	has	seen	the	ruin	of	my	foes.	
	
Gloria	Patri	
Glory	be	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	
and	to	the	Holy	Ghost:	
as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	
and	ever	shall	be.	
World	without	end.	Amen.	Amen.	
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The	Old	Testament	Lesson	
Reader	
A	reading	from	the	book	of	1	Kings	18:20-40	
20So	Ahab	sent	to	all	the	Israelites,	and	assembled	the	prophets	at	Mount	Carmel.	
21Elijah	then	came	near	to	all	the	people,	and	said,	“How	long	will	you	go	limping	with	two	
different	opinions?	If	the	Lord	is	God,	follow	him;	but	if	Baal,	then	follow	him.”	The	people	did	
not	answer	him	a	word. 22Then	Elijah	said	to	the	people,	“I,	even	I	only,	am	left	a	prophet	of	the	
Lord;	but	Baal’s	prophets	number	four	hundred	fifty. 23Let	two	bulls	be	given	to	us;	let	them	
choose	one	bull	for	themselves,	cut	it	in	pieces,	and	lay	it	on	the	wood,	but	put	no	fire	to	it;	I	
will	prepare	the	other	bull	and	lay	it	on	the	wood,	but	put	no	fire	to	it. 24Then	you	call	on	the	
name	of	your	god	and	I	will	call	on	the	name	of	the	Lord;	the	god	who	answers	by	fire	is	indeed	
God.”	All	the	people	answered,	“Well	spoken!” 25Then	Elijah	said	to	the	prophets	of	Baal,	
“Choose	for	yourselves	one	bull	and	prepare	it	first,	for	you	are	many;	then	call	on	the	name	of	
your	god,	but	put	no	fire	to	it.” 26So	they	took	the	bull	that	was	given	them,	prepared	it,	and	
called	on	the	name	of	Baal	from	morning	until	noon,	crying,	“O	Baal,	answer	us!”	But	there	was	
no	voice,	and	no	answer.	They	limped	about	the	altar	that	they	had	made. 27At	noon	Elijah	
mocked	them,	saying,	“Cry	aloud!	Surely	he	is	a	god;	either	he	is	meditating,	or	he	has	
wandered	away,	or	he	is	on	a	journey,	or	perhaps	he	is	asleep	and	must	be	awakened.” 28Then	
they	cried	aloud	and,	as	was	their	custom,	they	cut	themselves	with	swords	and	lances	until	
the	blood	gushed	out	over	them. 29As	midday	passed,	they	raved	on	until	the	time	of	the	
offering	of	the	oblation,	but	there	was	no	voice,	no	answer,	and	no	response. 30Then	Elijah	said	
to	all	the	people,	“Come	closer	to	me”;	and	all	the	people	came	closer	to	him.	First	he	repaired	
the	altar	of	the	Lord	that	had	been	thrown	down; 31Elijah	took	twelve	stones,	according	to	the	
number	of	the	tribes	of	the	sons	of	Jacob,	to	whom	the	word	of	the	Lord	came,	saying,	“Israel	
shall	be	your	name”; 32with	the	stones	he	built	an	altar	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	Then	he	made	
a	trench	around	the	altar,	large	enough	to	contain	two	measures	of	seed. 33Next	he	put	the	
wood	in	order,	cut	the	bull	in	pieces,	and	laid	it	on	the	wood.	He	said,	“Fill	four	jars	with	water	
and	pour	it	on	the	burnt	offering	and	on	the	wood.” 34Then	he	said,	“Do	it	a	second	time”;	and	
they	did	it	a	second	time.	Again	he	said,	“Do	it	a	third	time”;	and	they	did	it	a	third	time, 35so	
that	the	water	ran	all	around	the	altar,	and	filled	the	trench	also	with	water. 36At	the	time	of	
the	offering	of	the	oblation,	the	prophet	Elijah	came	near	and	said,	“O	Lord,	God	of	Abraham,	
Isaac,	and	Israel,	let	it	be	known	this	day	that	you	are	God	in	Israel,	that	I	am	your	servant,	and	
that	I	have	done	all	these	things	at	your	bidding. 37Answer	me,	O	Lord,	answer	me,	so	that	this	
people	may	know	that	you,	O	Lord,	are	God,	and	that	you	have	turned	their	hearts	
back.” 38Then	the	fire	of	the	Lord	fell	and	consumed	the	burnt	offering,	the	wood,	the	stones,	
and	the	dust,	and	even	licked	up	the	water	that	was	in	the	trench. 39When	all	the	people	saw	it,	
they	fell	on	their	faces	and	said,	“The	Lord	indeed	is	God;	the	Lord	indeed	is	God.” 40Elijah	said	
to	them,	“Seize	the	prophets	of	Baal;	do	not	let	one	of	them	escape.”	Then	they	seized	them;	
and	Elijah	brought	them	down	to	the	Wadi	Kishon,	and	killed	them	there.	
The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
Everyone	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
Silence	may	be	kept	after	the	reading.	
	
Canticle	10	The	Second	Song	of	Isaiah	
Isaiah	55:6-11	
Quaerite Dominum	
Seek	the	Lord	while	he	wills	to	be	found;	*	
call	upon	him	when	he	draws	near.	
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Let	the	wicked	forsake	their	ways	*	
and	the	evil	ones	their	thoughts;	
And	let	them	turn	to	the	Lord,	
and	he	will	have	compassion,	*	
and	to	our	God,	for	he	will	richly	pardon.	
For	my	thoughts	are	not	your	thoughts,	*	
nor	your	ways	my	ways,	says	the	Lord.	
For	as	the	heavens	are	higher	than	the	earth,	*	
so	are	my	ways	higher	than	your	ways,	
and	my	thoughts	than	your	thoughts.	
For	as	rain	and	snow	fall	from	the	heavens	*	
and	return	not	again,	but	water	the	earth,	
Bringing	forth	life	and	giving	growth,	*	
seed	for	sowing	and	bread	for	eating,	
So	is	my	word	that	goes	forth	from	my	mouth;	*	
it	will	not	return	to	me	empty;	
But	it	will	accomplish	that	which	I	have	purposed,	*	
and	prosper	in	that	for	which	I	sent	it.	
Glory	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit	
as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	and	will	be	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
The	New	Testament	Lesson	
Reader	
A	reading	from	the	book	of	Philippians	3:1-16	
1Finally,	my	brothers	and	sisters,	rejoice	in	the	Lord.	To	write	the	same	things	to	you	is	not	
troublesome	to	me,	and	for	you	it	is	a	safeguard. 2Beware	of	the	dogs,	beware	of	the	evil	
workers,	beware	of	those	who	mutilate	the	flesh! 3For	it	is	we	who	are	the	circumcision,	who	
worship	in	the	Spirit	of	God	and	boast	in	Christ	Jesus	and	have	no	confidence	in	the	flesh	
4even	though	I,	too,	have	reason	for	confidence	in	the	flesh.	If	anyone	else	has	reason	to	be	
confident	in	the	flesh,	I	have	more: 5circumcised	on	the	eighth	day,	a	member	of	the	people	of	
Israel,	of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin,	a	Hebrew	born	of	Hebrews;	as	to	the	law,	a	Pharisee; 6as	to	
zeal,	a	persecutor	of	the	church;	as	to	righteousness	under	the	law,	blameless. 7Yet	whatever	
gains	I	had,	these	I	have	come	to	regard	as	loss	because	of	Christ. 8More	than	that,	I	regard	
everything	as	loss	because	of	the	surpassing	value	of	knowing	Christ	Jesus	my	Lord.	For	his	
sake	I	have	suffered	the	loss	of	all	things,	and	I	regard	them	as	rubbish,	in	order	that	I	may	gain	
Christ	
9and	be	found	in	him,	not	having	a	righteousness	of	my	own	that	comes	from	the	law,	but	one	
that	comes	through	faith	in	Christ,	the	righteousness	from	God	based	on	faith. 10I	want	to	know	
Christ	and	the	power	of	his	resurrection	and	the	sharing	of	his	sufferings	by	becoming	like	him	
in	his	death, 11if	somehow	I	may	attain	the	resurrection	from	the	dead. 12Not	that	I	have	
already	obtained	this	or	have	already	reached	the	goal;	but	I	press	on	to	make	it	my	own,	
because	Christ	Jesus	has	made	me	his	own. 13Beloved,	I	do	not	consider	that	I	have	made	it	my	
own;	but	this	one	thing	I	do:	forgetting	what	lies	behind	and	straining	forward	to	what	lies	
ahead, 14I	press	on	toward	the	goal	for	the	prize	of	the	heavenly	call	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus.	
15Let	those	of	us	then	who	are	mature	be	of	the	same	mind;	and	if	you	think	differently	about	
anything,	this	too	God	will	reveal	to	you. 16Only	let	us	hold	fast	to	what	we	have	attained.	
The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
Everyone	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
Silence	may	be	kept	after	the	reading.	
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Canticle	18	A	Song	to	the	Lamb	
Dignus es	
Revelation	4:11;	5:9-10,	13	
Splendor	and	honor	and	kingly	power	*	
are	yours	by	right,	O	Lord	our	God,	
For	you	created	everything	that	is,	*	
and	by	your	will	they	were	created	and	have	their	being;	
And	yours	by	right,	O	Lamb	that	was	slain,	*	
for	with	your	blood	you	have	redeemed	for	God,	
From	every	family,	language,	people,	and	nation,	*	
a	kingdom	of	priests	to	serve	our	God.	
And	so,	to	him	who	sits	upon	the	throne,	*	
and	to	Christ	the	Lamb,	
Be	worship	and	praise,	dominion	and	splendor,	*	
for	ever	and	for	evermore.	
	
The	Gospel	
Reader	
A	reading	from	the	Gospel	according	to	Matthew	3:1-12	
1In	those	days	John	the	Baptist	appeared	in	the	wilderness	of	Judea,	proclaiming, 2“Repent,	for	
the	kingdom	of	heaven	has	come	near.” 3This	is	the	one	of	whom	the	prophet	Isaiah	spoke	
when	he	said,	“The	voice	of	one	crying	out	in	the	wilderness:	‘Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord,	
make	his	paths	straight.’” 4Now	John	wore	clothing	of	camel’s	hair	with	a	leather	belt	around	
his	waist,	and	his	food	was	locusts	and	wild	honey. 5Then	the	people	of	Jerusalem	and	all	Judea	
were	going	out	to	him,	and	all	the	region	along	the	Jordan, 6and	they	were	baptized	by	him	in	
the	river	Jordan,	confessing	their	sins.	
7But	when	he	saw	many	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	coming	for	baptism,	he	said	to	them,	“You	
brood	of	vipers!	Who	warned	you	to	flee	from	the	wrath	to	come? 8Bear	fruit	worthy	of	
repentance. 9Do	not	presume	to	say	to	yourselves,	‘We	have	Abraham	as	our	ancestor’;	for	I	tell	
you,	God	is	able	from	these	stones	to	raise	up	children	to	Abraham. 10Even	now	the	ax	is	lying	
at	the	root	of	the	trees;	every	tree	therefore	that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	
thrown	into	the	fire. 11“I	baptize	you	with	water	for	repentance,	but	one	who	is	more	powerful	
than	I	is	coming	after	me;	I	am	not	worthy	to	carry	his	sandals.	He	will	baptize	you	with	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	fire. 12His	winnowing	fork	is	in	his	hand,	and	he	will	clear	his	threshing	floor	
and	will	gather	his	wheat	into	the	granary;	but	the	chaff	he	will	burn	with	unquenchable	fire.”	
The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
Everyone	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
Silence	may	be	kept	after	the	reading.	
	
The	Apostles'	Creed	
All stand	
I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	almighty,	
creator	of	heaven	and	earth.	
I	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	his	only	son,	our	Lord.	
He	was	conceived	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
and	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary.	
He	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	
was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.	
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He	descended	to	the	dead.	
On	the	third	day	he	rose	again.	
He	ascended	into	heaven,	
and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	
He	will	come	again	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	
the	holy	catholic	Church,	
the	communion	of	saints,	
the	forgiveness	of	sins,	
the	resurrection	of	the	body,	
and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.	
	
The	Lord's	Prayer		
Our	Father	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	your	Name,	
your	kingdom	come,	
your	will	be	done,	
on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
Forgive	us	our	sins	
as	we	forgive	those	
who	sin	against	us.	
Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
and	the	glory	are	yours,	
now	and	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
Suffrages	
Save	your	people,	Lord,	and	bless	your	inheritance;	
Govern	and	uphold	them,	now	and	always.	
	
Day	by	day	we	bless	you;	
We	praise	your	Name	for	ever.	
	
Lord,	keep	us	from	all	sin	today;	
Have	mercy	on	us,	Lord,	have	mercy.	
	
Lord,	show	us	your	love	and	mercy;	
For	we	put	our	trust	in	you.	
	
In	you,	Lord,	is	our	hope;	
And	we	shall	never	hope	in	vain.	
	
A	Collect	for	Fridays	
Leader	
Almighty	God,	whose	most	dear	Son	went	not	up	to	joy	but	first	he	suffered	pain,	and	entered	
not	into	glory	before	he	was	crucified:	Mercifully	grant	that	we,	walking	in	the	way	of	the	cross,	
may	find	it	none	other	than	the	way	of	life	and	peace;	through	Jesus	Christ	your	Son	our	Lord.	
Amen.	



Trinity	Episcopal	Churchv	503	Asbury	Avenue	v	Asbury	Park,	NJ	07712	

	
For	Mission	
Lord	Jesus	Christ,	you	stretched	out	your	arms	of	love	on	the	hardwood	of	the	cross	that	
everyone	might	come	within	the	reach	of	your	saving	embrace:	So	clothe	us	in	your	Spirit	that	
we,	reaching	forth	our	hands	in	love,	may	bring	those	who	do	not	know	you	to	the	knowledge	
and	love	of	you;	for	the	honor	of	your	Name.	Amen.	
	
Collect	of	Commemoration	
Revive	your	Church,	Lord	God	of	hosts,	whenever	it	falls	into	complacency	and	sloth,	by	raising	
up	devoted	leaders	like	your	servant	John	Henry	Hobart;	and	grant	that	their	faith	and	vigor	of	
mind	may	awaken	your	people	to	your	message	and	their	mission;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	
Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	Amen.	
	
Trinity	Cycle	of	Prayer	
Suzanne O’Hearn	
Let	us	pray	now	for	our	own	needs	and	those	of	others.	
	
A	Prayer	of	St.	Chrysostom	
Almighty	God,	you	have	given	us	grace	at	this	time	with	one	accord	to	make	our	common	
supplication	to	you;	and	you	have	promised	through	your	well-beloved	Son	that	when	two	or	
three	are	gathered	together	in	his	Name	you	will	be	in	the	midst	of	them:	Fulfill	now,	O	Lord,	
our	desires	and	petitions	as	may	be	best	for	us;	granting	us	in	this	world	knowledge	of	your	
truth,	and	in	the	age	to	come	life	everlasting.	Amen.	
	
Benediction	
Leader	
Let	us	bless	the	Lord.	
Everyone	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
Leader	
Glory	to	God	whose	power,	working	in	us,	can	do	infinitely	more	than	we	can	ask	or	imagine:	
Glory	to	him	from	generation	to	generation	in	the	Church,	and	in	Christ	Jesus	for	ever	and	ever.	
Amen.	Ephesians	3:20,	21	
	

	
	
The	Commemoration	
After	the	American	Revolution	and	the	Independence	of	the	United	States,	the	Episcopal	
Church,	under	public	suspicion	in	many	quarters	because	of	its	previous	association	with	the	
British	government,	did	very	little	for	about	twenty	years.	John	Hobart	was	one	of	the	men	
who	changed	this.	
John	Henry	Hobart	was	born	in	Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania,	14	September	1775,	the	son	of	a	
ship's	captain.	He	was	educated	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	and	Princeton	University,	
ordained	deacon	in	1798	and	priest	in	1801.	Called	as	assistant	minister	to	Trinity	Church,	
New	York,	in	1803,	at	age	36	he	was	elected	assistant	bishop	of	the	diocese	in	1811,	becoming	
diocesan	in	1816.	
To	look	at	John	Henry	Hobart,	you	wouldn't	have	predicted	greatness.	Height	always	
distinguishes,	and	he	was	notably	short.	Blessed	with	attractive	blue	eyes,	he	was	nearsighted	
and	forced	to	wear	thick	glasses.	In	an	age	of	marmoreal	gestures	in	the	pulpit,	he	was	
melodramatic.	At	a	time	of	dignified	eloquence,	he	spoke	rapidly,	with	emotion.	When	most	
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men	were	reserved,	even	with	their	families,	he	was	warm,	whether	with	ambassadors	or	
farmers,	to	the	point	of	being	thought	odd.	
Most	bishops	were	content	if	they	bestirred	themselves	for	episcopal	acts	a	hundred	miles	
from	home.	Hobart	had	the	energy	of	ten	men:	horses	dropped	under	his	exertions	and	he	
thought	nothing	of	a	winter	visitation	of	2,000	miles	in	western	New	York	or	4,000	at	a	more	
seasonal	time.	
Early	in	his	career	he	tackled	publicly	issues	still	dubious	in	the	American	mind:	episcopacy	
and	apostolic	succession,	arguably	besting	in	print	a	redoubtable	Presbyterian	opponent.	
He	founded	two	institutions:	a	college	in	Geneva	(later	Hobart	College)	and	General	
Theological	Seminary	in	New	York	City,	breaking	his	health	to	get	both	off	the	ground.	
He	not	only	looked	after	the	Diocese	of	New	York	(46,000	square	miles	and	virtual	wilderness	
west	and	north	of	Albany)	he	served	as	rector	of	Trinity	Parish,	the	wealthiest	and	most	
influential	church	in	the	country.	Agreeing	to	oversee	the	diocese	of	Connecticut,	since	its	high-	
and	low-church	party	roils	had	prevented	the	election	of	a	bishop,	he	covered	its	parishes	
more	thoroughly	than	any	bishop	ever	had.	New	Jersey,	similarly,	bishopless,	appealed	to	him,	
and	he	looked	after	it	as	well.	
He	knew	all	the	clergy	in	the	Church	generally	and	in	his	own	diocese	intimately.	He	was	aware	
of	their	background,	remembered	their	families,	forgave	their	frailties,	and	appreciated	their	
strengths.	He	watched	over	his	candidates	for	Holy	Orders	with	a	paternal	interest,	meeting	
with	them	weekly.	
His	instinct	for	politics	never	overrode	his	principles.	Once	convinced	of	the	rightness	of	his	
position,	no	wave	of	unpopularity	would	budge	him.	His	friends	adored	him	and	even	his	
enemies	credited	him	with	frankness	and	fearlessness.	He	held	no	grudges	and	played	no	
games,	two	qualities	that	endeared	him	to	many.	In	a	turbulent	New	York	State	election	for	
governor,	a	common	saying	was	that	only	Hobart	would	have	been	easily	elected.	
He	took	26	clergy	at	the	beginning	of	his	episcopate	in	1811	and	quintupled	them	to	133	by	his	
death;	watched	the	number	of	parishes	increase	from	about	50	to	almost	170;	and	confirmed	
roughly	15,000.	
This	lovable,	indefatigable,	type-A	bishop	went	virtually	nonstop	from	his	ordination	until	his	
death.	The	only	surprise	was	that	he	didn't	die	sooner.	At	midnight,	September	7,	1830,	a	
young	clergyman	rode	in	a	stage	through	Auburn	on	his	way	to	Binghamton.	Passing	the	
rectory	of	St.	Peter's	Church,	he	was	puzzled	to	see	a	light	so	late.	He	rapped	for	the	stage	to	
stop	and	soon	learned	from	the	rector,	John	Rudd,	that	Bishop	Hobart	was	ill.	Francis	Cuming	
remained	to	assist	in	any	way	he	could.	
Hobart's	illness	wasn't	that	surprising.	Troubled	for	years	with	what	was	most	likely	a	
bleeding	ulcer,	with	rest	and	medication	he	would	generally	rebound.	In	Auburn	he	had	
preached	and	confirmed	and	other	than	a	slight	cold,	seemed	fine.	But	soon	the	serious	nature	
of	his	attack	became	clear	and	he	cancelled	the	remainder	of	his	visitation.	Over	the	next	few	
days,	he	frequently	requested	to	hear	portions	of	Lancelot	Andrewes'	litany,	in	which	he	would	
join.	
Amidst	his	pain,	Hobart	found	time	to	offer	advice	to	Cuming:	"Be	sure	that	in	all	your	
preaching	the	doctrines	of	the	Cross	be	introduced:	no	preaching	is	good	for	anything	without	
these."	Cuming	writes:	"His	pains	were	so	severe	he	could	not	give	his	mind	to	them	unless	
they	were	short,	and	when	I	had	invoked	our	Heavenly	Father	to	continue	to	be	gracious	to	his	
suffering	servant;	and	that	whereas	he	had	studied	to	approve	himself	to	God	upon	earth,	he	
might	be	permitted	to	stand	approved	by	his	Master	in	heaven,	he	interrupted	me	by	saying,	
'Amen:	O	yes,	God	grant	it,	but	with	all	humility	I	ask	it.'"	
"On	Friday,	September	10th,	just	before	the	going	down	of	the	sun,	and	as	its	last	rays	had	
forced	themselves	through	the	blinds,	and	were	playing	upon	the	wall	not	far	from	the	bed,	he	
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said,	'Open	the	shutters,	that	I	may	see	more	of	the	light;	O	how	pleasant	it	is;	how	cheering	is	
the	sun--but	there	is	a	Sun	of	Righteousness,	in	whose	light	we	shall	see	light.'"	
Cuming	again:	"There	were	times	when	he	was	peculiarly	oppressed.	The	promises	of	the	
Gospel,	however,	would	revive	him.	At	one	of	those	times	he	said	to	me	with	the	most	
remarkable	emphasis,	'Comfort	me.'	The	reply	was	'Bishop,	it	is	written,	the	blood	of	Christ	
cleanseth	from	all	sin.'	-	'So	it	is,	so	it	is,'	he	added;	God	be	praised	for	that,	God	be	praised	for	
all	his	mercies	-	God	be	merciful	to	me	a	sinner!'"	
On	Saturday,	at	a	bedside	service	of	the	holy	communion,	when	Rudd	"came,	in	the	confession,	
to	the	words,	'by	thought,	word,	and	deed,'"	the	bishop	stopped	him	and	said,	'You	know	the	
Church	expects	us	to	pause	over	those	words:	pause	now,	repeating	one	of	the	words	at	a	time	
till	I	request	you	to	go	on.'	This	was	done,	and	the	pauses	in	each	case	were	so	long	that	a	fear	
passed	over	our	minds	that	he	had	lost	his	recollection	or	fallen	asleep.	This,	however,	proved	
not	to	be	so;	he	repeated	each	word,	and	after	the	third	pause	added:	'Proceed,	I	will	interrupt	
you	no	more.'"	
Early	Sunday	morning,	September	12,	1830,	John	Henry	Hobart	died,	aged	55.	The	funeral	took	
place	in	New	York	City	on	September	16.	The	mourners	included	the	governor	of	the	state	and	
the	mayor	of	New	York	City,	and	the	procession	was	estimated	at	nearly	3,000.	
The	third	bishop	of	New	York	is	buried	under	the	chancel	of	Trinity	Church,	New	York.	
	


