
TRINITY CHURCH
IN THE CITY OF ASBURY PARK, NJ

Christmas Day
December 25, 2025

Holy Eucharist at ten o’clock

Prelude In dulci jubilo   Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow (1663 – 1712)

All who can please stand
Hymn "Good Christian friends, rejoice”    In dulci jubilo

Hymn continues on next page



Opening Acclamation    
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant The Word became flesh and dwelt among us;
People And we beheld Christ’s glory.

The Collect for Purity     Said together

Hymn “Angels we have heard on high”    Gloria

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn continues on next page



Hymn continues on next page



Collect for Christmas
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.  

The Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (62:6-12) Please be seated

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never
be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, and give him no rest until he establishes
Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. The Lord has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and for-
eigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but those who garner it shall eat
it and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. Go through, go
through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of
stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say
to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense be-
fore him.” They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord”; and you shall
be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” 

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord
All Reply,  Thanks be to God.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ:
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold
him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.



Psalm 97 Said in unison

The Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Titus (3:4-7) Please be seated

1 You reign O God; let the earth rejoice; 
let the multitude of the isles be glad.

2 Clouds and darkness are round about you, 
righteousness and justice are the 
foundations of your throne.

3 A fire goes before you 
and burns up your enemies on every side.

4 Your lightnings light up the world; 
the earth sees it and is afraid.

5 The mountains melt like wax at your 
presence, O God, at your presence, O God 
of the whole earth.

6 The heavens declare your righteousness, 
and all the peoples see your glory.

7 Confounded be all who worship carved im
ages and delight in false gods! 
Let all gods bow down before you.

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of 
Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O 
God.

9 For you are God, most high over all the 
earth; you are exalted far above all gods.

10 You love those who hate evil; you preserve 
the lives of your saints and deliver them 
from the hand of the wicked.

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, 
and joyful gladness for those who are 
truehearted.

12 Rejoice in God, you righteous, 
and give thanks to God’s holy Name.

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not be-
cause of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord
All Reply,  Thanks be to God.



All who can please stand
Hymn " Joy to the world!” Antioch
Verses 1-2 are sung before the Gospel and verses 3-4 are sung after the Gospel.

Hymn continues on next page



The Holy Gospel Luke (2:1-20)  All who can please stand

At the Announcement, all say Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be regis-
tered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All
went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terri-
fied. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told

Hymn continues on next page



Verses 3-4 of the hymn will now be sung.

Please be seated

Sermon The Rev. Chase Danford

The Nicene Creed All who can please stand

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Reader says, The Gospel of the Lord.  
All Reply, Praise to you, Lord Christ



All who can please stand

The Prayers of the People Adapted from the Church of England's Common Worship

Leader 
Let us pray to Jesus our Savior.

Christ, born in a stable,
give shelter to all who are without a home,
Jesus, Savior,
hear our prayer.

Christ, for whom the angels sang,
give the song of your kingdom to all who weep.
Jesus, Savior,
hear our prayer.

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.
Jesus, Savior,
hear our prayer.

Christ, before whom the wise knelt,
give humility and wisdom to all who govern.
Jesus, Savior,
hear our prayer.

Christ, whose birth makes all things new,
grant us forgiveness of our sins and the grace of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus, Savior,
hear our prayer.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you.
Jesus, Savior,
hear our prayer.

Jesus, Savior, child of Mary,
you know us and love us,
you share our lives
and hear our prayer.
Glory to you for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our eternal God. Amen.

The Peace Greet one another in the name of Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

People And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements Please be seated

The Offering  
All who can please stand

Hymn "O Little town of Bethlehem” Forest Green

Hymn continues on next page





The Great Thanksgiving All who can please stand

Eucharistic Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfectly human of the flesh of the
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive
power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Sanctus Proulx



The Celebrant proceeds We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days
you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O God,
Celebrant and People
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacra-
ment of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you,being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with [ _______and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the au-
thor of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father (or Mother/Parent), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen. 

At the Breaking of the Bread   
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation

At the Communion
The sacrament of Holy Communion is a profound and central part of our worship.  In it we receive God’s
promise to set aside all that separates us; we strengthen our union with Christ and one another; and we
experience a foretaste of the time when all creation will share the feast God has prepared for us. All who
seek a deeper relationship with God in Jesus Christ are invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.

Follow the usher’s direction to communion. Receive the bread in open palm. Wine is available in the silver chalice, and
non-alcoholic grape juice in the wooden cup. You may receive the wine by taking a sip or touching your wafer to the
wine. For the grape juice, please only touch the wafer to the juice. If you would like a blessing in lieu of communion,
indicate so by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten free wafers are available, please ask the clergy for one if de-
sired. Please let the usher know if you need the Celebrant to come to your pew to administer communion.



Hymn "What Child is this?” Greensleeves

Hymn continues on next page



Post Communion Prayer     All who can please stand

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Christ, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.



Blessing   

Celebrant
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  

All who can please stand

Hymn "The first Nowell”      The First Nowell

Hymn continues on next page





Dismissal   People’s Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Postlude Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her (BWV 700)     J.S. Bach (1685 – 1750)

Special thanks to today’s guest musician:
Dr. James Balmer, organ



Trinity Church Vision Statement 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God...For if we love one another, God
abides in us, and God’s love will be perfected in us.” (1 John 4:7, 12) 

Love is at the very core of Trinity Church. Through our faith and ministry, we seek to
share Jesus Christ’s unconditional, revolutionary love for all of God’s creation and peo-
ple. We demonstrate love in action by respecting the dignity of all, practicing radical hos-
pitality, standing in solidarity with the marginalized, advocating for peace and justice,
dismantling structural racism and every system of oppression, embracing inclusivity,
maintaining our sacred space as a spiritual and physical sanctuary, and pursuing ecologi-
cal sustainability. Strengthened by joyful worship, prayer, lifelong spiritual formation,
stewardship of resources, pastoral care, and fellowship, we commit to follow Jesus in the
Way of Love.

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
503 Asbury Ave., Asbury Park, NJ 07712 ~ Tel: 732-775-5084
email: office@trinitynj.com ~ web site: www.trinitynj.com


