
TRINITY CHURCH
IN THE CITY OF ASBURY PARK, NJ

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

February 8, 2026

Holy Eucharist at ten o’clock
At Trinity, we strive to use expansive language in our liturgy to reflect our beliefs that God transcends and includes
all genders and that all gender expressions reflect the beauty of God's creation. Sometimes, however, our liturgy and
scripture readings use gendered language for God and humanity as part of the common spiritual heritage of Anglican-
ism and the Christian Church. In congregational responses, we invite you to use whatever pronouns and titles help
you to see the divine in both God and humanity. As the scripture lessons are read, we invite you to consider that the
writings contained in the Bible are contextual--reflecting particular times, places, and cultures--but that they can be
understood in universal and expansive ways. God is love!

Hymn numbers refer to either the Hymnal 1982 or Lift Every Voice and Sing (LEVAS), copies of which are in the
pew racks.

Prelude   Adagio J. S. Bach

All who can please stand
Hymn 381  “Thy strong word did cleave the darkness” Ton-y-Botel

Opening Acclamation    

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity.
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity     Said together

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Gloria  Robert Powell



The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.  

Please be seated

The Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah ( 58:1-12)

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordi-
nance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look,
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast
only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will
not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is
it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a
fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injus-
tice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it
not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your
light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindica-
tor shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and
the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the
yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and
your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs
in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a
spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up
the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the re-
storer of streets to live in.

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord              
All Reply,  Thanks be to God.

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life
which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Psalm 112:1-9 David Hurd
Sung by the choir

The Lesson: A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians (2:1-12)

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to
you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ,
and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on
the power of God. Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom,
secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this
age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it
is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God
has prepared for those who love him”— these things God has revealed to us through the
Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one compre-
hends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on
us by God.

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord              
All Reply,  Thanks be to God.

1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord   
and have great delight in his commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;  
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion.

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending   
and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting 
remembrance.

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
their heart is right; they put their trust in the 
Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,   
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, and their 
righteousness stands fast for ever; they will 
hold up their head with honor.



All who can please stand
Hymn 488  “Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart” Slane
Verses 1-2 are sung before the Gospel and verse 3 is sung after the Gospel.

The Holy Gospel Matthew ( 5:13-20)  All who can please stand

Verse 3 of the hymn will now be sung.

Please be seated

Sermon The Rev. Chase Danford

At the Announcement, all say Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be re-
stored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are
the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accom-
plished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches oth-
ers to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your right-
eousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.”

The Reader says, The Gospel of the Lord.  
All Reply, Praise to you, Lord Christ



The Nicene Creed All who can please stand

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People 

The Leader and People pray responsively

God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Increase our resolve to PRAY for those suffering from inadequate housing that as our community
LEARNS about the systems that create this shortage we will ACT to create a more equitable 
society.
That our witness to your unconditional love might flourish.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

You may offer your prayer either silently or aloud.

Silence



After a brief silence, the lector will read 2 congregational thanksgivings from the 2026 pledge cards, using the 
following language:
We give thanks for the following blessings that the people of Trinity Church have named:

The Celebrant concludes with a collect (prayer).
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution  

The Deacon says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The celebrant pronounces absolution.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace Greet one another in the name of Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

People And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements Please be seated

Congregational Celebrations and Thanksgivings 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Offering  

Anthem Light of the World Joseph Martin
James Splond and Amanda Duspiva, soloists

The Great Thanksgiving All who can please stand
Eucharistic Prayer 1, Enriching our Worship

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain
of mercy. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift
our voices with all creation as we sing:

Refrain: Jesus is the Light of the World.  Hallelujah!
He is the Light of the World and we will follow Him.  Hallelujah!

When there is trouble, no need to go astray.
Jesus will help you find your way.
He will shine, yes, he will shine.
Take His hand, let Him lead.  You’ll find that
When you follow Jesus He will set you free.  Refrain

When there is darkness, no need to be afraid.
Jesus will bring a brighter day.
He will shine, yes, he will shine.
Follow Him, strong and true. Just take a
Look at what the power of His love can do. And
Keep Him in your life and let Him shine!  Refrain



Sanctus  Robert Powell

The Celebrant continues Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world
into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But
we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your
love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slav-
ery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into
the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death
on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”



As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and
this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in
the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [
___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor,
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father (or Mother/Parent), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen. 

At the Breaking of the Bread   
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation

At the Communion
The sacrament of Holy Communion is a profound and central part of our worship.  In it we receive God’s
promise to set aside all that separates us; we strengthen our union with Christ and one another; and we
experience a foretaste of the time when all creation will share the feast God has prepared for us. All who
seek a deeper relationship with God in Jesus Christ are invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.



Follow the usher’s direction to communion. Receive the bread in open palm. Wine is available in the silver chalice, and
non-alcoholic grape juice in the wooden cup. You may receive the wine by taking a sip or touching your wafer to the
wine. For the grape juice, please only touch the wafer to the juice. If you would like a blessing in lieu of communion,
indicate so by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten free wafers are available, please ask the clergy for one if de-
sired. Please let the usher know if you need the Celebrant to come to your pew to administer communion.

During communion, those who would like someone to pray with them for themselves or someone else are
invited to come to one of our prayer stations for individual prayer. Prayer stations are located at the back
of the church (near the entrance doors) where a member of the Trinity Prayer Team will be sitting in a
chair, ready to say a prayer with you. See insert for more information.

Hymn 505  “O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God”

[Blessing of the Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant Bless you for your ministry and bless those to whom you bring these holy gifts, that     

they may be united with this community in the holy sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.
People Though we are many, we are all one body because we share in the one bread.]

Post Communion Prayer     All who can please stand

Blessing   
Celebrant
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and
the blessing of God Almighty, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains, be among you, and remain
with you always. Amen.

Hymn 530  “Spread, o spread, thou mighty word” Gott sei Dank

Dismissal   People’s Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia  

Postlude Prelude and Fugue in A mino Johann Kaspar Ferdinand Fischer

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.


