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TRINITY CHURCH
IN THE CITY OF ASBURY PARK, NJ

The Great Vigil of Easter  

April 4, 2026

THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE all who can, please stand

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant says

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to
life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer.
For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing God’s Word and celebrating God’s
Sacraments, we share in Christ’s victory over death.

Let us pray.

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that
with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon, bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chan-
cel, pausing three times and saying, 
Deacon The Light of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand. Vergers will light the candles of the people. Those on the ends of the pews, please light the candelabras.

THE EXSULTET

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the 
victory of our mighty King.

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,
bright with a glorious splendor,
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,
resound with the praises of your people.
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All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame,
pray with me to God the Almighty
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. 

℣. The Lord be with you.
℟. And also with you.
℣. Lift up your hearts;
℟. We lift them to the Lord.
℣. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
℟. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Cantor
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to
praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s
sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and
led them through the Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are
restored to grace and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to
redeem a slave, you gave a Son.

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores inno-
cence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and
concord.

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and humankind is reconciled with God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine con-
tinually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever
burning––he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Readings will be offered as the stories would have originally been told to the people of Israel.
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how the Lord saved his (her/their) people in
ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.
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The Story of Creation Please be seated
Genesis 1:1-2:4a

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, "Let there be a
dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." So God made the
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day. And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let
the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gath-
ered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in
it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the third day. And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made
the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the
stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, say-
ing, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said, "Let the earth bring forth liv-
ing creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind."
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind,
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then
God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
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from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it
God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens
and the earth when they were created.

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord. 
All Reply, Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem    The Creation Willy Richter

Let us pray. All who can, please stand

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea Please be seated
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In
great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us
out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the
Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."
But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord
will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out
to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the
sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh
and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the
Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." The
angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt
and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the
sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divid-
ed. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right
and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses,
chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked
down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the
Lord is fighting for them against Egypt." Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the
sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the
Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered

In the beginning God created the heav’n and the earth.
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the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters form-
ing a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord
did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant
Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the Lord,
for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord.
All Reply, Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem
“The Song of Moses”, sung to the traditional Tonus Peregrinus, as found in the hymnal S208

Let us pray. All who can, please stand

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the
power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the
salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be num-
bered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Learn wisdom and live Please be seated
Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4

Hear the commandments of life, O Israel; give ear, and learn wisdom! Why is it, O Israel, why is it
that you are in the land of your enemies, that you are growing old in a foreign country, that you are
defiled with the dead, that you are counted among those in Hades? You have forsaken the fountain
of wisdom. If you had walked in the way of God, you would be living in peace for ever. Learn
where there is wisdom, where there is strength, where there is understanding, so that you may at the
same time discern where there is length of days, and life, where there is light for the eyes, and peace.
Who has found her place? And who has entered her storehouses? But the one who knows all things
knows her, he found her by his understanding. The one who prepared the earth for all time filled it
with four-footed creatures; the one who sends forth the light, and it goes; he called it, and it obeyed
him, trembling; the stars shone in their watches, and were glad; he called them, and they said, "Here
we are!" They shone with gladness for him who made them. This is our God; no other can be com-
pared to him. He found the whole way to knowledge, and gave her to his servant Jacob and to
Israel, whom he loved. Afterwards she appeared on earth and lived with humankind. She is the
book of the commandments of God, the law that endures for ever. All who hold her fast will live,
and those who forsake her will die. Turn, O Jacob, and take her; walk towards the shining of her
light. Do not give your glory to another, or your advantages to an alien people. Happy are we, O
Israel, for we know what is pleasing to God.

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord.
All Reply, Thanks be to God.
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Choral Anthem “O Sapientia” from The Great O Antiphons Peter Hallock

Let us pray. All who can, please stand

O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: Grant
that we, who serve you now on earth, may come to the joy of that heavenly Jerusalem, where all
tears are wiped away and where your saints for ever sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. Amen.

The gathering of God's people Please be seated
Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your
enemies.The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it
shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your
God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove
disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at
that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I
will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your for-
tunes before your eyes, says the Lord.

At the end of the lesson, the reader says, The Word of the Lord.
All Reply, Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem Hymn to the Eternal Flame Stephen Paulus

Let us pray. All who can, please stand

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that won-
derful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the
plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being
brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O Wisdom,
You came forth from the mouth of the Most High,
And reach from one end of the earth to another

Mightily and sweetly ordering all things.
Come and teach us the way of prudence.

Ev’ry face is in you, Ev’ry voice, Ev’ry sorrow in you,
Ev’ry pity, Ev’ry love, Ev’ry mem’ry,
Woven into fire.

Ev’ry breath is in you, Ev’ry cry, Ev’ry longing in you,
Ev’ry singing, Ev’ry hope, Ev’ry healing,
Woven into fire.

Ev’ry heart is in you, Ev’rytongue, Ev’ry trembling in
you,
Ev’ry blessing, Ev’ry soul, Ev’ry shining,
Woven into fire.
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AT THE EUCHARIST

As the Altar candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle, the Easter acclamation is proclaimed. Individual bells are rung.

Easter Acclamation

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn   207   “Jesus Christ is risen today”    Easter Hymn

The Collect of the Day Remain standing

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Gloria William Mathias

continues on the next page
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The Lesson Please be seated
A Reading from the Book of Romans (6:3-11)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The reader says, The Word of the Lord. 
All reply, Thanks be to God.

Hymn  208   “The strife is o'er, the battle done”     Victory
Verses 1-3 are sung before the Gospel and verses 4-5 are sung after the Gospel.
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All who can, please stand

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, O Christ.

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descend-
ing from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the
angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid;
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

Deacon:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, O Christ.

Verses 4-5 of the hymn will now be sung

Sermon The Rev. Chase Danford
\

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
The Celebrant then says
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and
raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is
ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced
Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.

All who can, please stand
Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching andfellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers?

People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,and respect the dignity of 

every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows

May Almighty God, through your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The Leader and People pray responsively

God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

You may offer your prayer either silently or aloud.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to
you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace Greet one another in the name of
Christ.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
People And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements Please be seated

At the Offertory

Choral Anthem  Worthy is the Lamb and Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah G.F. Handel

\

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,
And hath redeemed us to God by His blood,
To receive power, and riches, and wisdom and strength,
And honor and glory, and blessing.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto Him,
That sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb,
For ever and ever!  Amen.

Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.

The kingdom of this world is become
The Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ;
And He shall reign for ever and ever.
King of Kings. And Lord of Lords.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING All who can, please stand

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has
taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he
has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name: 
Sanctus William Mathias

The Celebrant proceeds Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. 

Celebrant and People Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to him-
self yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who
was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacri-
fice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make
us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 

Celebrant and People In the fullness of time bring us, with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all your
saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant
Our Father (or Mother/Parent), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those  who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fraction Anthem   Christ Our Passover Robert Lehman

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

AT THE COMMUNION

The sacrament of Holy Communion is a profound and central part of our worship.  In it we receive God’s promise to
set aside all that separates us; we strengthen our union with Christ and one another; and we experience a foretaste of
the time when all creation will share the feast God has prepared for us. All who seek a deeper relationship with God in
Jesus Christ are invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.

Follow the usher’s direction to communion. Receive the bread in open palm. Wine is available in the silver chalice, and non-alcoholic
grape juice in the wooden cup. You may receive the wine by taking a sip or touching your wafer to the wine. For the grape juice,
please only touch the wafer to the juice. If you would like a blessing in lieu of communion, indicate so by crossing your arms over
your chest. Gluten free wafers are available, please ask the clergy for one if desired. Please let the usher know if you need the
Celebrant to come to your pew to administer communion.
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Communion Anthem  Wounded Alleluias Craig Courtney

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to
the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Easter Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do
God's will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God's sight; and the blessing of God
Almighty, who is our Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of Life, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Hymn  180  “He is risen, he is risen!”    Unser Herrscher

Dismissal

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Prelude to Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier

Lord, heal our wounded alleluias.
Touch our fragile, simple praise.
Comfort ev’ry troubled, wayward song 
With Your gentle grace.  Alleluia.

In the stillness of our inmost thoughts,
Each broken song redeem.
Move Your bow across our silent strings,
That we might learn Your theme.  Alleluia.

Write in us Your hymn of hope and wonder,
Craft each needed chord with care.
Fix in us Your wondrous harmony,
A symphony to share.

Help us trust Your grand design,
Composer of the heart.
Make us Your instruments of peace
And let the music start.  Alleluia.
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Will Marinelli, Timpani
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